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employment in other works has been prohibited; besides some
other allowances in the form of grain and clothing, cash wages
of the miners have been increased by 60 per cent over the
pre-War level; the Government of India have imported an
expert from outside to act as Coal Commissioner to assist the
industry; and efforts are being made by the Central and
some of the Provincial Governments to recruit labour for the
coal mines. In spite of all these measures the position of
coal supplies has not improved much. The supplies of coal to
industry are not only inadequate to meet its requirements
but sometimes a portion of the supplies is also found to be
incombustible. Quite a substantial percentage of what is
reaching the mills, at times, should never have been allowed
to leave the coal-fields in these days of scarcity of transport,
Why is there such a chronic shortage of mining labour?
The collieries are situated in areas which are sparsely popu-
lated and, therefore, almost the entire labour force has to be
imported from the neighbouring areas. The great bulk of
the collieries are concentrated in a comparatively small area,
the outlying fields being of much less importance. The Rani-
ganj, Jharia and Bokaro fields, which together normally pro-
duce nearly 90 per cent of the total coal output, He in a nar-
row strip running roughly from Raniganj in Bengal (about
160 miles north-west of Calcutta) westwards for about a
hundred miles. Adjoining them still further to the west Ls
the less important but expanding Karanpura field, while
about 50 miles to the north of the Jharia field is the Giridih
field. The greater part of the Raniganj field lies in Bengal;
the remainder of it and all the other fields mentioned are in
the Chota Nagpur division of Bihar. In the province of Bihar
about 80 per cent of the coal mining labour is obtained from
within the districts of the province and the rest is drawn from
the M.P., the U.P., Orissa, Bengal, C.L and the Punjab. The
main coal-fields lie in or adjacent to areas chiefly inhabited
by aboriginal tribes and the main labour force was first drawn
from these tribes which still continue to supply the bulk of
the labour. The earliest miners were the Bauris but they
have, to a great extent, been supplanted by the aboriginal
Santhals, Kols, Koras and Gonds. In more recent years,
large numbers of Bhuyias, Rajwars, Gopes, Lodhes and